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'REPORT OF THE MAJORITY, |

The Committee on Grievances and Courts of Justice, o
whom was1eferred the memorial ot James Clark, of  Anne
Arundel couaty, preying that the sufficiency of the bond,
recently offered by him, as Sheriff elect of said county, to
the Chief Judge of the third judicial district. for approval,

may be enquired into, and that he be reinstated in the office,

to which Le was chosen by a majority of his fellow citizens,
heve hat the same under cousideration, and beg leave to
resent the following reporf:— - |

They understand that afier the bond of the petitioner had
heen rejected by the Judge, the person second on the return
of the election for Sheriff, was commissioned and - did not
give bond ‘and quahfy, bur :eturned his commission to the

Executive. - The Gowvernor and Council then appointed a=_ .
nothet person, and commissioned him as Sheriff.  He hag-="

executed boud with suretics, who have been approved b

the Judge; and he has entered upon the duties of his office.
The commitice are ot opinion, that this person is the Sherif¥
of Anne Arundel county, coostitutionally appointed and
qualified, and any enguiry under the present petition for the
purpose of remitting the petitioner to said office would be

an unauthorised in‘erfercnce. with vested rights  In such .
an event of the application a’l the acts of the present in-

cumbent would be void, and the commuaity thrown info a

state of _confusion. as to its iudicial proeecdings, which .

might be j)rO(lxchix'e of incah:uiablc mischiet. These are
results which this Legislature sheald prevent, rather than
encouraze Ly 1tg agtion, o

The Committee, on a full examination of the severallawg
hearing upon this particular, cannot sanction an interferenc:
with a ma‘ier so expressly within the scope of judicial dis-
ereticn.  They would merely refer to the act of A ssembly
ot seventeen hundred and ninety-f ur, chapter fiity-four,andi
to the subsequent act of eighteen hundred and siy, chapter
sistecn, empowering the Orphans? Ccurts to exercise the
sime discretion before that time vested in the Chief Justice
a4 Associa e Justices of the County Cournis, T he provi-
sions of these acts are 0o explicit to be misunderstood,-—
The Chief Justice, out of court, the associales, and under
Cerizin specified contingencies one of the associates with
the concurrence of two justices of the peace are (o judge

RS Edpdadios Of (nv ound.,  Suuhi Is the ianguage oOF
tie law—its objact plain_and palpable,
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o the siffciency of the securities offered Ly the Sheriff. and =~



